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Doctoral Students Bauer and Moore-

Cooper Present at ORA/NRA Conference
William M. Bauer and Robin Moore-Cooper, both
doctoral studentsin Rehabilitation Services, were
guest speakers at the annual NRA/ORA
conference held at the Sheraton Downtown in

Cleveland in September of this year.

Their lecture, entitled "Multicultural Issuesin
Rehabilitation Services," was attended by over 50
people. Mr. Bauer's presentation focused on
issues pertaining to rehabilitation services in the
Appalachian area of the United States, and Ms.
Moore-Cooper's focus was on rehabilitation
issues surrounding the African-American

consumer.

Rehabilination 5ervices at  The Ohio 5tate University

OSU and Wilberfor ce collabor ate

on Rehab Training

The rehab program at OSU has begun to
collaborate with Wilberforce University, the
oldest historically black college in America. The
purpose of this collaboration is to provide more
training opportunities for African-American
students. Since Wilberforce hired Dr. Sharon
Brown, an OSU graduate, asits chair of their
Social Science Division, a cooperative agreement
has been developed to gives graduates of
Wilberforce special consideration when applying
to our master's program in Rehab. Some courses
at both institutions are also being taught
cooperatively. Wilberforce has had an
undergraduate specialty degreein rehab

Drs. Wheaton and Granello do agency wide needs assessment for RSC

Beginning in the summer of 2000, Dr.
Wheaton and Dir. Cancy Granello
[Counzelar Education) began a training
nesds assessiment with the Ohio Reha bili-
tation Services Commizzion. Bazed on
thewark of Dir. Jim Altschuld [of the Col-
lege of Educatian, and a nationally rec-
ogniaed author in the field). the needs
d55ESEIMENt vids broken doven into three
parts: preaziesziment, azaessment, and
pOst 35EssMEnt.

The preaszeszment phase used focus
qraupe to identify training need areas for
counzelors, support saff, 354 adjudica-
tors, and managers/supendizars. From
their input, a questionnaire was dewvel-

oped that was composed of 8 general
section, to be completed by all staff. and
a section specific fior each of the four
qroups identified abowve. The question-
naire had multiple chaice, shart and long
anzwer questions ta allowy for both spe-
cific and open-ended input. In addition,
the questionnaire was produced on the
Wiorld Wide Wiebso itcould be taken on-
line, wwhich has the following advantages:
the questionnaire could eazily include 3
variety of questions and formats. mowving
within the farm was quick and easy
through the use of hyperlinks, data werne
entered automatically and accurately,
and respondents could modify their

Wheaton's World: Accessibility is the [{ey
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within the Social Science Division since 1980,
while OSU has had a CORE accredited master's
degree program since 1985. Under Dr. Brown's
leadership, OSU has assisted Wilberforcein
applying for a Rehabilitation Services
Administration (RSA) rehab training grant. This
collaboration will help more students from under-
represented groups pursue a professional career in
rehab, which isanational goa of the federal RSA.
Individuals interested in the undergraduate
specialty in rehab at Wilberforce should contact

Dr. Sharon Brown at (937) 708-5266.

screens fior edsy viewvving of the form
through their saftwane {increasing acces-
zibility]. A= a result of the needs a=zez:-
ment. R3Cwill have a prioritizgation of
training needs for the next yedr and spe-
cific behawviaral training objectives far
edch priority, and these priorities and ob-
_ectives wiill be for both employess in
qeneral and for each of the four groupe.

The close collaboration with the domi-
nant rehabilitation agency in the state
strengthens the CEU rehabilitation pro-
gram and enhances the employment op-
portunities for our graduates.
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OSU is positioning itself to become

the Ohio leader in distance education.

Across the country, distance
education is becoming an aternative
to traditional classroom instruction.
However, little attention has been
focused on the accessibility of Web
courses for persons with disabilities,
especially those who use screen
readers or who have severe motor
impairments. Ohio State has
recognized this

Goto e3

Return to Dr. Growick's Web Page

problem and has created the Web
Accessibility Center (WAC) to assist
faculty in creating web pages that are

usable to the widest possible audience.

The WAC islocated in OSU's Office
for Disability Services (ODS) andisa
joint effort of the College of
Education and ODS. As co-director of
the WAC, Dr. Wheaton has conducted
training for over 100 staff, faculty,
and teaching assistants in devel-
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oping accessible web pages. In addition
the WAC provides per-
E0N-t0-pEM=on sUpport
for all S web page
authorz. Or. Wheaton
haz received ower
520,000 in grants to
expand the WAL, thus
becaming a leader in
diztance education.

Dr. loe Wheatan
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